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The information in this booklet is of
a general nature. For detailed and
up-to-date advice contact a lawyer.

N

A full copy of this information sheet,
including reference and source material,
is available at skls.org.au

Thank you to individual sex workers, to Vixen
Collective and to the team at RhED, all of whom
helped put this booklet together
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WHAT IS RAPE?

Rape means sexual penetration without your consent. Sexual
penetration means penetration, to any extent, by:

» apenis into a vagina, anus or mouth;

» another part of the body into a vagina or anus; or

» by an object into a vagina or anus.

It is also rape when someone:

» realises you are not freely agreeing (even if they initially
thought that you were), to an ongoing act of sexual
penetration, but continues with that act regardless; or

» forces you to take part in an act of sexual penetration of
themselves or someone else without your consent.

EXUAL ASSAULT, RAPE AND SEX WORK

Some examples of sexual assault/rape in sex work include:

» aclient taking a condom off without your permission/knowledge

» seeing a client with an STl only after an owner/management
threatens you to go through with seeing the client

» if you decide you can’t go through with a service e.g. agreed
to anal but then can’t do it, you advise the client of this, and
they force you to complete the act regardless.

CONTACTS

Vixen Collective peer support line 0414 275 959
or email vixencollectivemelbourne@gmail.com

Resourcing health & Education in the sex industry
(RhED) visit sexworker.org.au, call 1800 458 752
or email sexworker@sexworker.org.au

St Kilda Legal Service (SKLS) call (03) 8598 6635
or email info@skls.org.au

WHAT STEPS CAN YOU TAKE?

If you believe a crime has been committed, you should consider
reporting this matter to Victoria Police. You may also wish to seek
support from a counsellor, support worker, or a lawyer.

AKING A POLICE REPOR

It is your choice if you wish to report an incident to police. If the incident
occurred within the last 72 hours it is recommended not to shower

so forensic medical officers can test for DNA. This may involve taking
samples of blood, pubic hair, anal, genital or breast swabs, saliva and
mouth or dental impressions and taking notes about recent injuries.
Any tests will be done in private and undertaken by a specially trained
doctor, nurse or dentist.

The police will determine whether they will charge the perpetrator with a
crime. You have the following options if you have made the decision to
contact the police:
» Ifitis an emergency and you are unsafe call the police on 000.
You can visit your local police station to report the assault. If you want,
you can ask to speak to a lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
intersex Liaison Officers (GLLOs) You can find a list of GLLO officers via
the Victoria Police website.
You can also contact your local Sexual Offences and Child Abuse
Investigation Team (SOCIT) who are trained in assisting victims of
sexual assault. You can find a list of SOCIT locations through the
Victoria Police website.

If you do not wish to report the incident to the police, are unable to get
to them in time or are not yet ready to go to the police, peer sex worker
organisation Vixen Collective can accompany you to the police station
to support you when reporting an incident/being interviewed and can
provide advice on anonymous reporting mechanisms.

LEGAL ADVICE|

If you believe a crime has been committed, you may wish to seek
legal advice on the risks of reporting this. If you would like to seek
legal advice, please visit the National Association of Community Legal
Centres website to find a community legal centre that is close to you.



